
30Appendix B: Monologues
Use these monologues for the 30-Second Monologue Activity. All monologue are derived 
from published plays which can be found at theatrefolk.com. The name of the play (or the 
collection the play is from) is included before each monologue. 

GIRLS

Agatha Rex
The play is an adaptation of Antigone. One of Irene’s brothers has just been expelled for 
getting an earring. The person who yells at her is her sister Agatha. 

IRENE: Oh, I would just like die if I ever got expelled. I mean I wouldn’t be able to show my 
face at all. Especially not after doing something so stupid as what they did. I mean if you’re 
going to get expelled, it shouldn’t be for something stupid, it should be for something really 
bad, something really despicable like cheating, or stealing, or running someone down in the 
parking lot, or…(she gets yelled at and stops talking) Well sorry. Excuse me for breathing. 

Agatha Rex
The play is an adaptation of Antigone. Agatha’s two brothers have received unequal 
punishments and Agatha wants to stand up for equality, despite major consequences.

AGATHA: Wait! I don’t believe it. I guess I really am on my own. Well, I have two choices. 
Either I do it, or I don’t. Either I stand up for what I believe in or I don’t. Either I follow the 
rules or I don’t. Either I worry about my scholarship, my reputation, or I don’t. I can do this. It’s 
the right thing to do. But what if I get expelled? What if - Ugh! Stop thinking like that! I have 
WR�GR�WKLV��1R�PDWWHU�ZKDW�WKH�FRQVHTXHQFH��1R�PDWWHU�ZKDW�KDSSHQV�

Backspace

The play takes place in a world where writers are like soldiers. The Blank Page is a 
SHUVRQĽFDWLRQ�RI�ZULWHUʷV�EORFN��WKH�IHHOLQJ�\RX�FDQʷW�ZULWH�DQG�PD\�QHYHU�ZULWH�DJDLQ�

%/$1.�3$*(��<RX�PXVW�KDYH�ZULWWHQ�VR�PXFK�VLQFH�,�ODVW�FDPH�URXQG��+DYH�\RX"�:ULWWHQ�
much? What’s the matter? I see so many of you young battle scarred writers. Ink stained 
ƂQJHUV�KROGLQJ�LQN�VWDLQHG�SDJHV�ULGGOHG�ZLWK�KROHV�ZKHUH�\RXőYH�WDSSHG�WKH�SHQ�VR�KDUG��
willing something – anything to come. And nothing does. Page after page of nothingness. 
3XW�WKH�SHQ�DZD\��<RX�GRQőW�QHHG�WR�ZULWH��<RX�ZRXOG�IHHO�VR�PXFK�EHWWHU�LI�\RX�QHYHU�ZURWH�
again. 
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Box
In Box some characters choose how the world sees them, and some have their persona 
GȞQHG�E\�RWKHUV��'LDPRQG�WDONV�DERXW�WU\LQJ�WR�OLYH�XS�WR�KHU�PRWKHUʷV�VWDQGDUGV�

DIAMOND: My mom says it’s never too soon to start dieting. If you don’t get control early on, 
the race is over. Girls only have so many pretty years and too many waste those years away. 
It’s not easy. It’s a lot to live up to. I don’t...I don’t have her bones. But I can do it. I can lose 
weight. I’ll make her proud. I can make my pretty years count. I can make my pretty years 
count. 

The Bright Blue Mailbox Suicide Note
Karen, a high school senior, has learned her friend attempted suicide. Karen shares how 
other people see her and how she orchestrates that persona.

KAREN: I’m a happy well-adjusted person. Everyone says so. “Karen, you’re a ray of 
sunshine.” I’m never depressed. According to everybody. I have a journal. I write it in 
everyday, sometimes twice a day. I try to get everything out and onto the paper so that no 
one has to look at me and say: “Karen, you don’t look so good today.” Sometimes it works. 
Sometimes it doesn’t. Sometimes I have to fake it. (She laughs) I should be an actress. I’m 
really good.

Somewhere, Nowhere
Echo, a high school senior, stands up to her English teacher. Echo is from a small town and 
her teacher is trying to push her to go away to a big school in another state.

ECHO: I don’t like English! I don’t like it, I don’t want to study it! (beat) I should want to go. I 
deserve to go. And boy oh boy wouldn’t that just stick it to my mom. I go away, I get away. 
All my problems solved. A perfect plan! Who cares if it’s totally the wrong plan? Who cares if 
,�OLNH�(QJOLVK�RU�QRW"�<RX�OLNH�LW�HQRXJK�IRU�WKH�ERWK�RI�XV��,�WULHG��0V��%ULJKW��%XW�\RXőUH�MXVW�
another person pushing me around. 

darklight
A play about anxiety and depression in teens. 

ALONE: (honest) Little cuts. Little cuts. Little breaths. I need to breathe. It’s the only way. 
Little cuts. Hidden in corners. Lying underneath. Giving me relief. Little cuts. Little cuts. 
Every cut has a story. Every cut has a reason for being. I am a mosaic, broken pieces brought 
together to make me. Make me whole. Little pieces. Little cuts. I see them and I am real. 
Alive. Otherwise I will vanish. Disappear into the cracks of the pavement. I want to be real. I 
want to exist.
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My Hero (Ten-Minute Play Series: Girls and Guys)
Kenzie has just learned her big brother has dropped out of college. This is not the image 
she, or anyone, has of her brother. 

.(1=,(��%XW�\RXőUH�P\�KHUR��<RXőUH�HYHU\ERG\őV�KHUR�DURXQG�KHUH��<RX�ORYHG�LW��<RX�ORYHG�
being right in the centre, saying hi to all the teachers, patting the younger kids on the head. 
<RX�ORYHG�EHLQJ�WKH�EHVW��<RX�ORYHG�EHLQJ�WKH�VXQ�DW�WKH�FHQWUH�RI�WKH�XQLYHUVH��<RX�DUH�P\�
VXQ��WKH�SHUVRQ�,�DVSLUH�WR�EH��<RX�JRW�RXW��0LOR�JRW�RXW�RI�WKLV�URWWHQ�WRZQ��,I�0LOR�JRW�RXW�ZH�
FDQ�WRR��<RXőUH�RXU�KHUR��:H�QHHG�\RX��

Labeled
Labeled is about the labels that get placed on teenagers. Dawn is frustrated with her 
“always in detention” label that stems from the lack of organization in her life.

'$:1��,�JHW�XS�DW�WKH�ULJKW�WLPH��,�HDW�D�KHDOWK\�DQG�ƂOOLQJ�EUHDNIDVW��0\�OXQFK�LV�PDGH��P\�
clothes are laid out the night before. I leave the house on time and everything just falls apart. 
Late for school. Detention. Late for class. Detention. Late. Detention. What happens between 
a healthy breakfast and detention? I have to get my life together.

The Hope and Heartache Diner
The play takes place at a diner and looks at the lives of those who work and eat there. 
Mission is a waitress who had a rough life before landing at the diner.

MISSION: Me? Insane? I don’t think so. (holds out her arm) See this mark? That’s a cigarette 
burn. Makes a nice circle, right into the skin. My momma did that when she was blind drunk. 
Doesn’t even remember doing it. (showing the other arm) And this one? This one momma did 
when she was stone cold sober. That is insane. Good thing she’s not here. And that we have a 
no smoking policy. What, you don’t want your coffee?

Hoodie
Hoodie is all about appearance and self-perception. Charlotte has just told Triby that they 
can’t be friends anymore and that it’s her fault. 

75,/%<��&KDUORWWH��:KDW�LI�,�FKDQJHG"�,őOO�FKDQJH�P\�FORWKHV��,őOO�FKDQJH�P\�KDLU��WKH�ZD\�,�WDON��
my weirdo name. Just stay my friend. Would that be enough? For you? For Stacie and Paige? 
No? No I don’t think so. That means it’s not me, Charlie, it’s you. I don’t need to change 
IRU�DQ\RQH��<RX�QHHG�WR�FKDQJH�WR�EH�OLNHG��<RX�VKRXOG�JR��6RXQGV�OLNH�\RX�KDYH�D�ORW�RI�
planning to do.
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Ten/Two
One is taking a driving lesson. She is cheerful and silly. But she’s more self aware that 
people think. 

ONE: I asked my dad to go driving with me. To practice? And he laughed. He said he’d never 
get in a car with me. I’m too silly. I’m just a silly girl and I’ll probably be silly for the rest of my 
OLIH��$QG�LW�ZDVQőW�D�QLFH��œ<RXőUH�VR�VLOO\�Ŕ�6LOO\�LV�D�EDG�WKLQJ�WR�EH��,�NQRZ�,őP�QRW���,őOO�QHYHU�
be a brain surgeon. But I thought that was OK. He wrote me off. For the rest of my life. 

Moving
A play about friendship and whether or not we really know the people we spend the most 
WLPH�ZLWK��/LQGHQ�LV�WU\LQJ�WR�̌JXUH�RXW�KHU�ER\IULHQG�

LINDEN: I think I want to break up. I don’t think I like him. I don’t think he likes me. I have no 
idea what we’re doing together. We never have anything to talk about and all he wants to do 
is hang out with his friends. And I’m like, “Why do you even want a girlfriend?” And he’s like, 
“I’ll call you.” And he never does. He never calls. And I don’t think I ever wanted to go out 
ZLWK�KLP�LQ�WKH�ƂUVW�SODFH�

darklight
A play about anxiety and depression in teens. 

$1;,(7<�48(67,216��4XHVWLRQV��7KH�TXHVWLRQV�NHHS�FRPLQJ��/LNH�VKRWV��:KDW�GR�\RX�ZDQW�
for breakfast? What’s the codename for the invasion of Normandy? Why can’t you deal with 
WKLV"�1RUPDO�SHRSOH�GR��HYHU\GD\��,WőV�MXVW�D�OLWWOH�DQ[LHW\��<RX�MXVW�ZDQW�SHRSOH�WR�IHHO�VRUU\�
for you. (beat) What if I get the answers wrong? I could ruin my life. I never get it right. Never. 

Floating on a Don’t Care Cloud
TJ confronts her brother on his pot use. 

7-��%XW�-DPLH�GRQőW�\RX�VHH"�<RX�PLJKW�DV�ZHOO�EH�GHDG��<RXőUH�VWDQGLQJ�LQ�IURQW�RI�PH�DQG�
you don’t see me. (holding up the joint)�<RX�ZDQW�WKLV��<RX�GRQőW�FDUH�DERXW�DQ\WKLQJ��<RX�
ORRN�DW�PH�EXW�,őP�QRW�KHUH��<RX�PLJKW�DV�ZHOO�EH�GHDG��6R�,őP�JRLQJ�WR�QHHG�\RX�WR�FKRRVH��
I need to know for sure whether I should keep hold of the shreds of the guy you used to be. 
Should I hold tight or let you go? (holding up the joint) Pot. Or me.
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ANY GENDER

Box
In Box some characters choose how the world sees them, and some have their persona 
GȞQHG�E\�RWKHUV��(LJKWHHQ�WDONV�DERXW�KLV�KHU�SHUVRQD�EHLQJ�RXW�RI�KLV�KHU�FRQWURO��

EIGHTEEN: (holding up box) Do you like this? Fancy, huh. All the bells and whistles. This is 
one fancy box. Why, any person alive would love to have this box. It’s so clean and shiny. It 
sparkles. (beat) This is not my box. This is the box my parents want for me. This is who my 
parents want me to be. A shining star. Top of the class. Someone they can brag about. Look 
at her (or him) shine. I I don’t want to disappoint my parents...but this is not my box. 

Box
In Box some characters choose how the world sees them, and some have their persona 
GȞQHG�E\�RWKHUV��6HFUHWV�VKDUHG�VRPHWKLQJ�DQG�GLG�QRW�JHW�D�JRRG�UHVSRQVH�

SECRETS: This is my box. Looking at this box you’d have no idea what’s inside. That’s the 
point. My outside and my inside are two different people. For a long time I’ve kept my insides 
a secret. This past summer I...I told my friends everything. They know what’s in this box. I 
thought having friends meant you could tell them your secrets. Isn’t that what friends are for? 
To have someone on your side? Big mistake. (beat) School just started.

Hoodie
Hoodie is all about appearance and self-perception. All of this is rolled into a single shirt.

6+,57�21(��7KLV�LV�WKH�VKLUW�,�FKRVH�IRU�WKH�ƂUVW�GD\�RI�VFKRRO��,�WKRXJKW�DERXW�LW�IRU�ZHHNV��,�
went to seven stores to make sure I covered all the options. This shirt has to show everything 
there is to know about me, my absolute coolness, and demonstrate my abilities to reach the 
highest rung on the in-crowd ladder. And it’s the wrong shirt. I picked the wrong shirt. My life 
is ruined.

Hoodie
Hoodie is all about appearance and self-perception. Aiden talks about the difference 
between self-perception at home and at school. 

$,'(1��:H�GRQőW�KDYH�DQ\�PLUURUV�LQ�WKH�KRXVH��,�JXHVV�WKHUHőV�RQH�LQ�WKH�EDWKURRP��<HDK��
P\�GDG�XVHV�LW�WR�ƃRVV��,�QHYHU�ORRN�DW�P\VHOI��,�JXHVV�,�ORRN�DW�P\�KDQGV��P\�VKRHV��EXW�,�MXVW�
do my thing. And I don’t really care. And no one around me cares. So if I don’t care, and my 
friends don’t care, and my family doesn’t care – why do you?
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Swimming With Sins (Ten-Minute Play Series: Girls and Guys)
The vices and the virtues are at a camp swim meet. Envy is a vice and is pretty envious of 
the virtues. 

(19<��7KH\�FRXOG�JLYH�XV�WKH�VXQQ\�SDUW�RI�WKH�EHDFK��-XVW�RQFH��+RZ�PDQ\�\HDUV�KDYH�
we been coming to camp? We’ve never had the sunny part of the beach. It could make a 
difference. In fact, I’m sure. I’m positive. We’re getting the short end of the stick. My muscles 
are cramping as we speak. How am I supposed to swim properly if I have cramped muscles? I 
can’t. They have lovely sunny muscles. We don’t.

Blue Sky (Ten Minute Play Series: Blue Sky)
Two lives on the streets and likes the hardness that comes with the life.

TWO: I like being nothing. I like blending into the walls and melting into the garbage. Sitting 
on the ground is good for a person. It reminds you to be hard. It reminds you where you 
are and who you have to be. I like being reminded, survival is cold and hard. This is not a 
YDFDWLRQ��7KLV�LV�WKH�ZDOOV�DQG�WKH�JDUEDJH�DQG�WKH�JURXQG��<RX�VKRXOG�XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW��

Labeled
Labeled is about the labels that get placed on teenagers. Kee talks to a teacher about how 
being labeled can be life threatening.

.((��<RX�GRQőW�NQRZ�PH��<RX�NQRZ�P\�QDPH��WKH�RQH�RQ�WKH�IRUPV��%XW�QRW�WKH�QDPH�,�
FKRRVH��6R�\RX�ODEHO�PH��<RXőYH�JRW�P\�QXPEHU��:KDW�VRPH�PRUH�QXPEHUV�0V�=LQN"�7KHUH�
are four bruises on my arm and two more on my left leg. What do those numbers tell you? If 
you take away Detention B, I’ll have to go home after school. How many bruises do you think 
i’ll come to school with then? But that might appeal to you. Seeing how you love numbers. 

Ten minutes, ten minutes, ten minutes, ten minutes (Ten/Two)
Two is told by another student (who they haven’t talked to all year) that they aren’t like the 
rest of the class. “The cheese stands alone.”

TWO: I don’t follow some stupid non-existent rule and all of a sudden I’m a what, a what, an 
outcast? A cheese outcast? Mold who eats the occasional apple? That is downright hogwash, 
and I won’t be bullied by you, you, fake Buddhist. I’m glad we’ve not spoken all year. I’m glad 
this year is almost up and this is the one and only conversation you and I will have to have. Go 
back to your fake mantra and your untied shoelaces.
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We Are Masks
All of the characters in the play wear a mask. What happens if people see the real you?

0$6.�),9(��7KHUHőV�DOZD\V�VRPHRQH�WHOOLQJ�PH�ZKDW�WR�GR��œ7KLV�LV�WKH�EHVW�IRU�\RX��<RXőUH�
JRLQJ�WR�JHW�LQWR�WKH�EHVW�SURJUDP�LI�\RX�GR�WKLV��<RXőUH�WKH�EHVW��\RXőUH�WKH�EHVW�Ŕ�$QG�,�MXVW�
keep nodding my head. And I just keep treading water. There’s so much for you “out there.” 
What if I don’t want to go out there? What if out there is a scary place and I fall on my face. 
When do I get to decide what I want to do?

The Hope and Heartache Diner
The play takes place at a diner and looks at the lives of those who work and eat there. Raine 
is a customer who can’t handle the menu.

5$,1(��,�FDQőW�HDW�KHUH�7KLV�LV�EDUEDULF��7KLV�LV�OLIH�LQ�WKH�VWRQH�DJHV��<RX�DUH�OLYLQJ�LQ�WKH�
stone ages and you should know better. Soy milk is the future, my friend. Soy milk is with 
WKH�WLPHV��,I�\RX�GRQőW�JHW�ZLWK�WKH�WLPHV��\RXőUH�JRLQJ�WR�ƂQG�\RXUVHOI�ORVW�DQG�DORQH��$GULIW��
Adrift in a sea of 2% on a white bread raft. Do you know what happens to bread when it gets 
wet? The soggy do not survive, friend. The soggy never survive.

The Hope and Heartache Diner
The play takes place at a diner and looks at the lives of those who work and eat there. Shrug 
is a homeless teen who has been invited to come work at the diner.

6+58*��<RX�VHH�WKLV�SLHFH�RI�SDSHU"�,őYH�KDG�LW�IRU�WKUHH�PRQWKV��,őYH�VWDUHG�DW�WKLV�SLHFH�RI�
paper every day for three months. I memorized the address, I don’t need it written down. The 
ODVW�WKUHH�PRQWKV�KDYH�EHHQ���,�GRQőW�NQRZ�ZKR�,�DP�DQ\PRUH��,őP�QRWKLQJ��*DUEDJH��<RX�
want to know why I’m here? It started to rain. That’s it. I can live with being garbage but...wet 
garbage? I don’t know anything about change. I can’t change anything.

darklight
A play about anxiety and depression in teens. 

'(35(66,21�48(67,216��4XHVWLRQV��:K\�GRQőW�\RX�MXVW�JHW�RXW�RI�EHG"�:K\�GRQőW�\RX�
change your clothes? Why don’t you stop this? This has gone on long enough. Why don’t you 
VPLOH"�$�SRVLWLYH�DWWLWXGH�ZLOO�GR�\RX�ZRQGHUV�<RXőUH�MXVW�D�OLWWOH�VDG��<RX�MXVW�ZDQW�SHRSOH�
to feel sorry for you. (beat) I don’t care about anything. That’s the wrong answer. My mom 
GRHVQőW�NQRZ�KRZ�WR�Ƃ[�WKDW�DQVZHU��0H�HLWKHU��,�DOZD\V�JLYH�WKH�ZURQJ�DQVZHU��
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Stupid Is Just 4 2day
Everyone feels stupid, does something stupid, or says something stupid at some point in the 
day. 

OBOE: The whole class is talking, everyone is talking, real loud, noise bouncing off the walls 
DQG�0V��%URZQ�VD\V��œ$OO�ULJKW�FODVV��VLOHQFH�LV�JROGHQ�Ŕ�$QG�,�JR��œ<($+�5,*+7Ŕ�UHDO�ORXG��
FDXVH�HYHU\RQHőV�WDONLQJ��$QG�P\�œ<($+�5,*+7Ŕ�LV�VXSSRVHG�WR�MXVW�EH�DQRWKHU�QRWH�LQ�WKH�
noise, another drop in the bucket of everyone talking. Only everyone stops talking. Right 
EHIRUH�P\�œ<($+�5,*+7�Ŕ�6R�WKH�RQO\�RQH�WDONLQJ�LV�PH�

We Are Masks
All of the characters in the play wear a mask. What happens if people see the real you?

MASK FOUR: The mask I wear is that I eat healthy and I look after myself. It’s an easy mask. I 
eat salads for lunch. I’m happy eating salad! I look like I don’t eat junk food. Sure, I’ll have a 
cookie or a fry. It’s important not to deprive yourself. That’s how you stay happy! They don’t 
see what’s under my bed. They don’t know what happens at night. No one knows.

Boat
Jean shares the best way to deal with emotional problems. 

JEAN: Welcome to my emotional dumping ground! (pointing) That’s my mom. (waving) Hi 
Mom! Mom gets the brunt of everything. Every ugly emotion I’ve got gets dumped on her. 
:H�KDG�D�WZR�KRXU�ƂJKW�ODVW�QLJKW�DERXW�NHHSLQJ�P\�URRP�FOHDQ��6KHőV�D�FKDPS��<RXőUH�D�
champ mom! The best! Speaking of which, you gotta go. (calling) ,őOO�EH�ULJKW�RYHU�WR�ƂJKW�
about that camping trip. I’m going to say lots of horrible things! Love you! 

Alice
From an adaptation of Alice in Wonderland. The Pigeon is one of the creatures Alice meets 
in Wonderland.

PIGEON: (pecks ALICE in the head) Serpent! Serpent, I say again! As if it wasn’t trouble 
enough hatching the eggs but I must be on the lookout for serpents night and day. And just 
as I’d taken to the highest tree in the wood and just as I was thinking I should be free of them 
DW�ODVW��6(53(17��,�VXSSRVH�\RXőOO�EH�WHOOLQJ�PH�QH[W�WKDW�\RXőYH�QHYHU�WDVWHG�DQ�HJJ��<RXőUH�
looking for eggs and what does it matter to me whether you’re a little girl or a serpent? Be off 
with you! 
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GUYS

Box
In Box some characters choose how the world sees them, and some have their persona 
GȞQHG�E\�RWKHUV��7RP�LV�IUXVWUDWHG�DW�EHLQJ�IRUFHG�WR�GȞQH�KLPVHOI�WRR�VRRQ��

TOM: (holding an open box) My box is open. Everything blows in and out and I can never 
hold on. Just an open-ended loser. My parents keep asking—What about baseball? What 
about band? Do you like photography? Rock climbing? What do you want to do Tom? I don’t 
NQRZ��:K\�GR�,�KDYH�WR�ƂJXUH�RXW�WKH�HQWLUHW\�RI�P\�OLIH�ULJKW�QRZ"�(beat) I’m going to wait it 
out. See what happens. I choose to be incomplete until the wind dies down. I choose to be 
incomplete. 

The Bright Blue Mailbox Suicide Note
Dennis, a high school senior, has learned his friend attempted suicide. Dennis shares his 
thoughts.

DENNIS: I don’t get depressed. My dad says guys don’t get depressed. (imitating his father) 
“People who work hard don’t get depressed. Only lazy people get depressed.” So I don’t get 
depressed. I swim. When you’re underwater, you can’t hear anything and you don’t have to 
WDON�WR�DQ\RQH��<RX�GRQőW�KDYH�WR�KHDU�DERXW�ZKDW�\RXőUH�VXSSRVHG�WR�GR�DQG�QRW�VXSSRVHG�
WR�GR��<RX�FDQ�HYHQ�FU\�XQGHUZDWHU��1RW�WKDW�,�ZRXOG��,őP�D�UHDOO\�JRRG�VZLPPHU��

Oh Chad (Ten-Minute Play Series: Be Challenged)
Chad is moving away from his girlfriend. He’s not as sad about the distance as he should be.

CHAD: It is sad, Gwyneth. So terribly, terribly sad. It’s a real...yep, it’s a bummer. (snapping 

back into it) It’s so devastating! But we will write. Long handwritten notes on a creamy sea of 
OLQHQ�FDUGVWRFN�ZLWK�ƃRZLQJ�IRXQWDLQ�SHQV��:H�ZLOO�VKXQ�DOO�IRUPV�RI�PRGHUQ�WHFKQRORJ\�IRU�
more romantic forms of communication. It is the only way for those in the depths of true love. 
Anything else would be...uncivilized. We will keep in touch, Gwyneth. I’m positive we will.

Sunday Lunch (Ten-Minute Play Series: Be Challenged)

Rayden’s mom is dating Devon’s dad. It’s going well. Rayden wants to change that.

5$<'(1��,�OLNH�\RXU�GDG��,�WKLQN�KHőV�RQH�RI�WKH�JRRG�RQHV��7KDWőV�RQH�RI�P\�PRPőV�
FDWHJRULHV��<RXU�GDG�LV�ƂUPO\�LQ�WKH�œRQH�RI�WKH�JRRG�JX\VŔ�FROXPQ��$�NHHSHU��,�OLNH�\RX�WRR��
(beat) Tell your dad you hate me. Convince him not to marry my mom. Do whatever it takes. 
6D\�,őP�ZRUVH�WKDQ�ZHLUG��<RX�WKLQN�,őP�GHUDQJHG�RU�VRPHWKLQJ��-XVW�GR�LW��'HYRQ��'RQőW�
PDNH�PH�JHW�UHDOO\�DQQR\LQJ��<RXU�GDG�GHVHUYHV�EHWWHU��6R�GR�\RX�
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My Hero (Ten-Minute Play Series: Girls and Guys)

Milo has just returned from a semester at college. It didn’t go well. 

MILO:. It’s...hard. And it’s different. Lonely. I’m all alone. My roommate hates me. He’s always 
partying and I’m not invited. I can’t do the work. The work, I can’t get a grip on it, Kenzie. I 
can’t get a grip on anything. The whole world is sliding around me. The world keeps moving. 
I don’t know what to hold on to. This was a big mistake. It was a mistake to go so far away, it 
was a mistake to go into engineering. I can’t do it.

neetTeen

Toch talks about his apparently perfect life and how less than perfect it really is.

TOCH: Neat is how I’m supposed to keep my room. My dad is in the military. Being neat, 
everything in its place, is important to him. Can’t be lazy, can’t be a slacker if everything is 
in its place. My brother just got arrested, again. But if my room is neat, well then, that must 
mean it’s going to be OK. (beat) Nothing is OK. How long will they ignore what’s going on? 
%HIRUH�WKH\�ORRN�DW�ZKDWőV�XQGHUQHDWK�P\�QHDW�URRP��+RZ�ORQJ�EHIRUH�WKH\�ƂQG�RXW�DERXW�
me?

neetTeen

T-Jon talks about how he deals with his less than perfect parents.

T-JON: Neat is how my mom takes her Scotch. Neat. No ice. No water. No mix. Room 
temperature. “Fix me a drink, Joshy.” That’s when I know the rest of the day is shot. She 
hates it when people call me Joshy. “Make sure it’s neat, Joshy.” I take swigs from the bottle. 
:KLFK�PHDQV�,�WDNH�P\�6FRWFK�QHDW��WRR��+RZ�ORQJ�EHIRUH�VRPHRQH�ƂQGV�RXW"

Monster Problems

6DP�LV�D�QHUG�ZKRʷV�EHHQ�WU\LQJ�WR�EH�QRUPDO��+H�̌QDOO\�FRQIURQWV�WKH�ʹPRQVWHUʺ�LQ�KLV�
head. He decides to stand up for his true persona.

SAM: I am sick and tired of you. I am sick and tired of how much space you take up in my 
brain. I know you’re in my head, Leana. I know I’m just talking to myself and everyone here 
is watching me talk to myself. And they think I’m weird. Well...so what. I’m sick of thinking of 
myself as a loser because of who I am, what I like, and what I do. So. Let me say this for once 
and for all. Totally Bardus!
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The Hope and Heartache Diner

The play takes place at a diner and looks at the lives of those who work and eat there. 
'RQQLH�KDV�LQYLWHG�WKH�̌UVW�JLUO�KH�KDV�HYHU�DVNHG�RXW�WR�WKH�GLQHU�DQG�LV�YHU\�QHUYRXV��

DONNIE: I asked Alexis Dudley out. I ran her over. No! (as if obvious) With my feet! I wasn’t 
trying to. I was running from Jeff Kroger, turned the corner, and (slams hands together) Alexis 
DQG�,�PDGH�FRQWDFW��%RRNV�HYHU\ZKHUH���ZHőUH�ERWK�VSUDZOHG�RXW�RQ�WKH�ƃRRU���-HII�WDNHV�RQH�
look and he’s laughing so hard he forgets to turn me into a pretzel. I’m so happy, I forget who 
I am. I turned to Alexis and said, “Will you go out with me?” It was the best moment of my 
life!

Humbug High

A modern take on A Christmas Carol. Eddie Scrooge’s only goal is to make money and keep 
KLV�KHDUW�LFH�FROG��+H�GȞQHV�KLV�IHHOLQJV�DERXW�&KULVWPDV�

EDDIE: People who celebrate Christmas are fools. It’s a manufactured commercial event 
where people are conned into overspending on presents that will be forgotten the second 
they’re opened. (with a sneer)�7KH�&KULVWPDV�VSLULW��5LGLFXORXV��<RX�WKLQN�\RX�FDQ�MXVW�LJQRUH�
problems with a little holly and a Merry Christmas? The problems will still be there tomorrow 
and they will be made twice as bad by having had Christmas the day before! Fools, all of you.

Quippage (Ten/Two)

*UHJ�LV�RQ�D�̌UVW�GDWH��+H�ZDQWV�WR�WDNH�WKH�EODPH�IRU�WKH�GDWH�JRLQJ�EDGO\��

GREG: It is me! I’m screwing things up. I planned this, I thought about it, and I had everything 
planned. I even wrote it out. See? It’s a disaster. I screwed up the time for the movie. We’re 
here half an hour early and we’re not sitting in there enjoying 7KH�&RIIHH�'ULSSHG�6LGHZD\V 
having a laugh—we’re out here and my piece of paper is useless and I don’t know what to do. 
I didn’t plan for this...this…awkward awful silence thing. That’s why it’s me and not you.

You (Ten-Minute Play Series: Be Challenged)

-RKQ�LV�VLWWLQJ�RXWVLGH�WKH�SULQFLSDOʷV�RǏFH�ZLWK�WZR�RWKHU�JX\V��2QH�RI�WKHP�KDV�UDWWHG�WKH�
group out. John is explaining why he would never have told. 

JOHN: I didn’t do it. I didn’t want anybody to know. Why would I want that? I can’t believe 
one of them opened up their big mouths. Just wait till it comes out. I’ll sell them down the 
river so fast they won’t have time to come up for air. It wasn’t my fault anyway. If they had 
kept their mouths shut we all would have went on sleeping like babies. We could have gone 
on with the rest of our lives like we were supposed to. The body would have been found. 
Eventually.



Lindsay Price ��

Stupid Is Just 4 2day

Ron wants the most popular guy in school to help him get a date.

RON: Talking to girls turns me spectacularly stupid. I suppose I should be comforted by what 
Immanuel Kant has to say about stupidity: “Stupidity cannot be helped and has no remedy.” 
But I’m not comforted because I’m certain talking to girls in the eighteen hundreds was a 
little different than it is today, and girls turn me to Jell-O. Blue Jell-O. I don’t want to be blue 
Jell-O. I am asking, pleading, for your help. Will you please help me lose my stupidity around 
girls?

We Are Masks

All of the characters in the play wear a mask. What happens if people see the real you?

52*8(�0$6.��1RQH�RI�\RX�NQRZ�PH��<RX�VHH�VRPHRQH�ZKR�LV�PHHN��6RPHRQH�ZKR�GRHVQőW�
VWDQG�RXW��&ODVV�WR�FODVV��GD\�WR�GD\��'R�\RX�HYHQ�NQRZ�P\�QDPH"�,�NQRZ�\RXUV��<RX�GRQőW�
know how much I know about you. How easily I could destroy you. One click. One line of 
code. Everything you know—gone. And you’d have no idea how or why. Pick up the pieces 
and I do it again. And again. Think about that the next time you laugh at someone in the hall.

The Happiness Shop

In The Happiness Shop sad teens are turned into happy robots called Roppets. Wally is 
rejecting the Doctors who say they can make him completely happy. 

:$//<��2K�\RX�GLG�KHOS� I like who I am. And I’m not alone. (beat) I wish I had said that to 
0HODQLH��,I�P\�IDPLO\�GRHVQőW�OLNH�PH��,őOO�ƂQG�VRPHRQH�ZKR�ZLOO��,�FDQőW�SUHWHQG�,őP�VRPHWKLQJ�
,őP�QRW��<RX�FDQ�NHHS�\RXU�5RSSHWV��(turns away) Make me completely happy? How could 
\RX"�<RX�KDYH�QR�LGHD�ZKDW�KDSSLQHVV�LV��

Beauty and the Bee

Julian, a normally laid-back person has just revealed a secret about his sister. He’s afraid his 
diet is the cause.

JULIAN: (disbelief) Did I say that out loud? Damn. Looks like the fake cheese got the best of 
me. Fake cheese makes you say strange things. Makes you speak the truth when you don’t 
want to or you do want to. This cheese is messing with my brainwaves. (starting to panic) 
The chemicals are changing me, man. Making me say things, making me do things...they’re 
changing me! (standing)�,�JRWWD�ƂQG�VRPH�IUXLW�OHDWKHU�


