
Character List !
Gottlieb Biedermann – A successful businessman and generally moral citizen, Biedermann is 
convinced he could never be taken in by the arsonists. Yet, as the play goes on, he continues to turn a 
blind eye to the evil going on around him.“Biedermann” literally translates to “every man.” In 
literature and drama, the term “everyman” has come to mean an ordinary individual with whom the 
audience or reader is supposed to be able to identify easily, and who is often placed in extraordinary 
circumstances. The name derives from the 15th century English morality play called Everyman. Other 
examples of the everyman character include Ted Mosby in the comedy series How I Met Your Mother, 
Jack in the film Fight Club, Winston Smith in the novel Nineteen Eighty-Four and the popular 
character Harry Potter in the Harry Potter series. !
Babette Biedermann – Biedermann’s wife. 
 
Eisenring –One of the arsonists staying in Biedermann’s attic. A slick former waiter with a mysterious 
history of arson, he wastes no time preparing to burn down the Biedermann home. The Trickster – A 
clever, cunning and mischievous character who deceives others for his own gains. Other examples: 
Road Runner, The Fox from Pinocchio, The Riddler from Batman. !
Schmitz –A former wrestler, jailbird, and Eisenring’s accomplice, Schmitz also makes himself at home in 
the Biedermanns’ attic and assists in the fiery plot. The Sidekick - A “sidekick” is defined as a close 
companion who is generally regarded as subordinate to the one he accompanies. Examples include 
Joker's Harley Quinn, Jigsaw's Amanda, Magneto's Mystique. !
Anna – The Biedermanns’ maid. !
The Doctor of Philosophy - The Doctor of Philosophy represents academia. He attempts to take a 
removed, unbiased stance to the arsonists’ activity and consequently becomes an accomplice to the 
destruction. !
The Chorus of Firefighters – Watchkeepers of the city, the firefighters are constantly on guard, 
observing the action of the play and preparing for the worst. In The Arsonists, the chorus of firefighters 
is reminiscent of a typical chorus from Greek theatre, acting as observers, sitting in judgement of the 
action on stage. However, Frisch’s use is deliberately ironic and he emphasizes this by breaking the 
convention. Throughout the play, the chorus remarks on the action of the play, emphasizing the role of 
fate and reinforcing the idea that citizens are powerless to stop the fires of the arsonists, when it is 
clear to the viewer that Biedermann’s own actions are leading to his demise. Despite occasional 
questioning of Biedermann’s decisions, including a comical scene where they interact directly with him, 
the chorus ultimately stands on the decision that fate is to blame, thus supporting Biedermann’s denial 
and justification of his complacency. The chorus is also constantly reaffirming its position: “We are 
ready.” Rather than engaging themselves in the prevention of fires, they are standing in wait, ready to 
step in and clean up the mess afterwards. In this way they can be seen as a representation of the 
society at large, and a critique of the bystander who comments on the inaction of others and yet does 
nothing to help them. !



!
CHOOSE A SIDE TO PREPARE:  
!
CHORUS: 
Citizens of this town 
Observe us, the guardians of this town  
Watching 
Listening 
Always well-disposed 
Towards the well disposed citizen.  
Who in the end pays our wages.  
Our equipment all gleaming  
We circle your home  
Watchful 
Yet never thinking the worst.  
Sometimes we stop, 
Take the weight off our feet,  
But never in order to sleep.  
We are untiring.  
Watching 
Listening 
So the combustible threat  
Hidden from sight 
Is revealed 
Before it’s too late  
To put out the flames. !!!!!
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